CHAPTER VI
THE   EARTHLY   PARADISE 1865-1870
QUEEN SQUARE, in which Morris himself and the firm of Morris & Company took up house together in the autumn of 1865, is a backwater of older Bloomsbury, which then retained some traces of its original dignity as a suburb of the London of Queen Anne. Put out of fashion half a century before by the more modern splendours of Russell Square, it had lingered on as a residential neighbourhood; and the famous girls' school established in it about the middle of last century, and commonly known as "the ladies' Eton/' had only been finally closed during the Crimean War. The residential was now becoming mingled with an industrial element. The house on the east side. No. 26, taken by Morris, and the headquarters of his work for the next seventeen years, has disappeared to make room for an extension of the National Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic. The ground floor was turned into an office and showroom. A large ball-room which had been built at the end of the yard., and connected with the dwelling-house by a wooden gallery, was turned into a principal workshop. There was room for other workshops in the small court at the back, and further accommodation was found when needed in Ormond Yard close by.
With  Morris now continuously  on  the  spot, the company became little more  than  a name  as  far asoice of the grown man.e happened since. Behold me lying in my own place now: Abed, Helen, before the night goes by!
